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history and the principles of the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights, the
program has reached more than 22 mil-
lion students at the elementary, mid-
dle, and high school levels in its 9 year
history.

I appreciate the generations of dedi-
cated citizens who have devoted them-
selves to studying and interpreting, to
drawing upon the principles set down
in the Constitution and the Bill of
Rights in order to make this Govern-
ment the most effective and demo-
cratic in the world. For this reason it
gives me great pleasure to pay tribute
to these young people who are continu-
ing in the fine tradition of constitu-
tional scholarship. The group from
West Warwick High School, as well as
their competitors from across the Na-
tion, not only demonstrated a remark-
able understanding of the fundamental
principles of the U.S. Government, but
also worked together to learn to par-
ticipate responsibly in our political
system. For me, and I am sure for
every one of my colleagues here, there
can be no greater joy than to witness
the emergence of a new generation of
Americans dedicated to upholding
those common ideals under which this
Nation’s leaders have convened for 220
years.

I commend the achievements of these
students, and congratulate their teach-
er and all the faculty at West Warwick
High School for a job well done.

I commend the achievements of these
students, and congratulate their teach-
er and all the faculty at West Warwick
High School for a job well done.

Mr. President, I ask that the names
of these exceptional West Warwick
high school students and their teacher,
Michael Trofi, be entered into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD as follows:

Susan, Bickerstaff, Joshua Brassard,
Carlos Cruz, Jason Deletesky, Nicholas
Dube, Brandon Hall, Paul Heatherson,
Cynthia Jutras, Jennifer Lavoie, Jes-
sica Lavoie, Jessia Lefrancois, Steven
Marandola, Richard Marrese, Jesse
Nason, Matthew Raiche, Walter Rich-
ardson IV, Michael Streeter, and Tara
Watson.∑
f

OLYMPIC FLAME COMES TO
MICHIGAN

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, this week-
end the Olympic flame travels to
Michigan. This journey began on
March 30 amid the ruins of the sanc-
tuary at Ancient Olympia in Greece,
the site of the first recorded Olympics
in 776 B.C. The 84-day American leg of
the Olympic Torch Relay began on
April 27 and will ultimately involve
over 10,000 torchbearers. By the time
the flame reaches its final destination,
it will have traveled over 15,000 miles
and visited 42 States. This year’s relay
is the longest and most inclusive torch
relay in Olympic history and will cul-
minate on July 19 in Atlanta at the
opening ceremony of the 1996 Centen-
nial Olympic Games. The torch relay
route weaves together the American

people in support of the Olympic
games.

Michigan is holding a weekend of fes-
tivities in celebration of the flame’s ar-
rival. The 2-day, 25-mile relay will take
the Olympic flame through southeast-
ern Michigan and will involve 80
Michiganians as torchbearers. The
relay route begins Saturday in Dear-
born Heights, moves on to Dearborn for
major festivities and ends Sunday on
Hart Plaza in downtown Detroit where
a large celebration is planned. After its
stay in Detroit, the flame will board an
ore boat which will carry it down the
Detroit River and across Lake Erie to
its next stop in Cleveland, OH.

I am proud that this great symbol is
being carried through Michigan. The
Olympics Games are indeed a spectacu-
lar sporting event, but they represent
something much greater. They are a
celebration of the goodwill among na-
tions. During the Olympic Games, peo-
ple from around the world compete
against each other under the banner of
peace, friendship, and the pursuit of ex-
cellence. The flame symbolizes this
Olympic spirit and it is an honor to
have it travel to Michigan.∑
f

VIRGINIA’S BUSINESS PERSONS OF
THE YEAR

∑ Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I have
the great pleasure today to honor John
Broughton and Monty Blizard, whom
have been selected as Virginia’s 1996
Business Persons of the Year. These
awards were made as part of Small
Business Week, and I believe this cele-
bration of small business recognizes its
crucial impact on our economy and so-
ciety. John Broughton and Monty
Blizard have worked together to make
Broughton Systems, Inc., based in
Richmond, VA, a superior firm that
specializes in technology consulting
and system development. Since its con-
ception in 1981, Broughton Systems,
has grown rapidly due to its intense
focus on client relationships. As a re-
sult of such intense loyalty to their cli-
ents, nearly 80 percent of Broughton
Systems’ work is with existing or long-
time clients. With its fundamental
guide ‘‘treating customers as we would
want to be treated,’’ Broughton Sys-
tems was recognized by Inc. magazine
as one of the fastest growing private
companies in the Nation, and has con-
tinued to build on that growth.

Broughton Systems’ loyalty does not
stop with their clients, but carries over
to its employees as well. Broughton
has created a strong sense of commu-
nity within its organization by treat-
ing its employees as members of a fam-
ily. As part of this family, Brougton
seeks ways in which it can enhance em-
ployee satisfaction and productivity
through numerous programs and open
lines of communication. For instance,
work related issues, such as benefits
and client management, are discussed
openly in company town meetings held
twice a year. Mr. Broughton and Mr.
Blizard have also established opportu-

nities for job sharing and have creative
compensation programs to reward per-
formance. The company seeks can-
didates who are reentering the work
force and is proud of the fact that it
has never had to lay off an employee.
All of this establishes Broughton Sys-
tems as a secure place of employment,
which in turn attracts creative and
qualified individuals to compete in this
expanding and competitive market.

It is Broughton Systems’ sense of
family that has also spurred their em-
ployees to be leaders and philan-
thropists in the local community. They
have given generously in the form of
time, money, and pro bono work for
nonprofit organizations such as the
Children’s Hospital, Special Olympics,
and the Multiple Sclerosis Society.

I am very pleased to have these two
fine men being honored this week. It is
my hope that they will serve as models
not only for other business men and
women in Virginia, but also entre-
preneurs nationwide.∑
f

CONDITIONS IN NIGERIA

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I rise
to comment on the further disintegra-
tion of the human rights situation in
Nigeria.

A few days ago, another assassina-
tion occurred which appears to be po-
litically motivated.

Kudirat Abiola, the wife of Moshood
Abiola, the winner of the 1993 presi-
dential election, was brutally murdered
by a group of armed men near a mili-
tary checkpoint in Lagos, the capital.
According to reports, they jumped out
of a car, pulled Mrs. Abiola out of her
own car, and shot her in the forehead—
execution style. Both Mrs. Abiola and
her driver died a few hours later in a
Lagos hospital.

Obviously, at this point in time, the
facts have not been established and it
is important not to jump to conclu-
sions before full information is avail-
able, but according to most accounts,
this was a political assassination.

Mr. President, just 4 months ago,
Alex Ibru, the publisher of the Nation,
one of Nigeria’s leading newspapers
was shot at on a Lagos street. Fortu-
nately, he was only wounded.

The shooting this week is yet an-
other indication of the deteriorating
human rights situation in Nigeria. The
assassination of the spouse of a politi-
cal leader is an act which is deeply
shocking. Political assassination itself
is a horrifying assault upon a demo-
cratic process, but when the family
members of political figures become
the targets for this kind of heinous act,
the injury goes even deeper.

Mrs. Abiola’s husband, Moshood
Abiola, has been imprisoned for nearly
2 years. Kudirat Abiola herself was de-
tained by the current regime just last
month apparently because she had on
her person documents which suggested
that her husband should be the rightful
leader of the country. She was re-
leased, but it is difficult not to see a
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